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The first 72
hours of elk
season are your
best chance to
get a bull, but not
or the reasons

you think

THE DAY | MET FRED KING, his eve was screwed to the ocular lens
of a spotting scope while his finger tapped the button on a plastic
box. Across the Madison River, perhaps a thousand elk made
splashes of tan against the snowswept slopes of Montana’s Wall
Creck Game Range, and King was counting them one by ane.
This was in January in the mid-1g80s, and King has been tapping
his counter ever since, Two or throe times 2 week, six months a
vear, he sets up his spotting scope to tally <lk in mountains that
encompass some of the best public elk hunting country in the
West, Nearly a million and a half elk have passed under his critical
eye, giving him unique insight into their daily movements and
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